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What does a Coronation mean for small Suffolk villages? 

Firstly, it’s a rare event.  No-one under 70 will have experienced a Coronation 

before. For those over 70 it will bring back memories of a very different age – 

an age when access to a television set was a privilege, rather than a round-

the clock, wall-to-wall banality. For those of us who witnessed the 1953 

Coronation it seemed a semi-privileged insight into a world that was normally 

veiled in a kind of mystique. In the past 70 years the whole concept of 

monarchy has been opened up, its one-time mysteries laid bare, its human 

weaknesses analysed, if not ridiculed. Republicanism and the prospect of the 

non-revolutionary removal of the monarchy has become a viable 
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constitutional stance, even if not 

widespread. The monarchy, with all its 

strength of pageantry, deeply rooted 

historical splendour and publicly debated 

fallibilities is subject to on-going scrutiny, 

rather than enjoying the benefits of 

unquestioning loyalty. History and the 

passing of time subjects our institutions, 

and indeed our values, to stress-tests. 

How does the monarchy, and this 

coronation - the formal affirmation of its 

centrality in our affairs - stand up to those 

stress-tests?   

Perhaps the first test is: does it work? Or 

at least how well does it work compared 

with other polities? No system is perfect, 

but this system of constitutional 

monarchy has given our country a sense 

of historical continuity, something which 

is the envy of many other countries, and 

which brings tourists in their millions to 

see these splendid, if expensive and 

dated, trappings of our ancient monarchy. 

Governments in this country, as in many 

others, may come and go, often bringing 

degrees of disruption, but the monarchy, 

for all its intermittent crises, goes on, 

running like a gleaming thread though our 

nation’s history. It still seems to be more 

effective at bringing people together than 

political parties, which remain diverse 

and antagonistic to one another. So, we 

may perhaps conclude, that, over the 

hundreds of years of its existence, the 

monarchy has more or less worked to our 

national benefit, giving us respected 

national figureheads, increasingly 

capable of spreading soft influence 

around the world, but leaving the 

everyday business of running the country 

to our politicians.  

Secondly, we should ask how well the 

link between the monarchy and the 

established church fits into today’s world. 

That is more difficult. The Christian 

dimension is central to the ceremony of 

coronation. That dimension will be 

reflected in the services held in our 

village churches. Without it, the 

ceremony would lose a dimension of 

profound solemnity. For some, increasing 

in number, this would not matter. The 

spiritual dimension to the coronation is, 

for them, redundant. To many, however, 

it still confers added importance. All the 

more so in that our King himself has 

explicitly seen himself as Defender of 

Faith, rather than of The Faith, namely 

The Church of England. Religious values, 

reflecting an acknowledgement of a 

spiritual dimension in human life, are not 

shared across the kingdom, but, even in 

these ever-more-secular times, you don’t 

have to dig very deep to find that most 

people still have a spiritual side. It may 

take a variety of forms. In the coronation 

of a King, the political, the monarchical 

and the spiritual strands of our nation 

become intertwined. The King embodies 

all those dimensions. It is a heavy duty 

that he commits to. He deserves our 

support. He represents us to the eyes of 

the world. 

So – whatever your faith, whatever your 

view of the monarchy, this is a rare 

national event, and one capable of 

bringing together a nation which seems 

increasingly splintered. Even though you 

are unlikely to have to wait another 

seventy years for the next Coronation, 

maybe it’s best to make sure that you 

enjoy this one. Support whatever it is that 

your village community lays on by way of 

celebration – including the church 

service. God save the King. 

An Octogenarian editorial perspective. 
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We understand that some confusion has 
recently arisen over the Reference that 
needs to be used by anyone kind enough 
to be making a payment to this Magazine 
via its Yorkshire Building Society Account. 
We do apologise for any inconvenience 
caused. 

We now understand that, as well as the 
account number (81099367) and Bank 
Sort Code (60-92-04), the Reference 
must be 8109936707, rather than the 
payer-in’s own name, as reference. There 
seems to have been a tightening up of 
procedures, something now all too 
familiar to ordinary folk trying to move 
around small sums of money. 

 

2023 BEALINGS PLANT SALE  

B����� All we can say at this stage 
is that pre-sale preparations have 
reached the level of purposefulness 
known before Covid struck. All fingers are 
now tightly crossed, hoping that the 
historical momentum of this village event 
will be restored, and that the efforts of the 
organisers will be well supported on the 
day. We are very grateful to Bedfords, 
who have kindly sponsored advertising 
boards around our main drive-through 
roads. 

We hope to be able to reserve space, for 
after the deadline, so that a brief stop-

press insertion as to the financial 
outcome can be included. 

A�
�� In the event the organisers 
were delighted with the outcome. 
Numbers attending far exceeded 
expectations, with the result that virtually 
every single plant was sold. They would 
like to offer warmest thanks to everyone 
involved, helpers, producers, sellers, 
buyers, raffle-ticket purchasers and prize 
donors, and supporters generally, all 
underpinned by general goodwill gathered 
together in one place! 

Totals are still being totted up, but it 
seems that profits are hovering 
somewhere above the £2,500 mark, with 
a fund-raising coffee morning planned for 
next week. Final numbers can be 
confirmed after that. The raffle raised 
almost £850! What a brilliant result! 

This was a re-launch, after 3 blank years 
post-covid, so we are back on track. 
Please pass on comments to the 
organisers, so that we can make next 
year's event even better. We do know 
that we need to recruit more plant 
growers! Just for now - we'll just enjoy the 
outcome, and spread around all the 
thanks due to so many people for making 
the event a success. 

Caroline  Saunders 

 

FOOTBRIDGE – PERMISSIVE 
FOOTPATH Lodge Road to The 
Street 

Gary Farmer took this picture of a brand-

new replacement bridge, bringing walkers 
across the small stream/ditch to the 
safety of the off-road permissive footpath 
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leading up towards the centre of Little 
Bealings. Thanks to those responsible for 
getting this done – and to Nigel Rolph for 
permission to use the path. 

 

BEALINGS VILLAGE HALL 
NEWS 

The Hall continues to be busy with private 
bookings, regular classes and of course 
our fundraising events such as the Pop 
UP Pub. 

The last PuP raised funds for the 
earthquake victims of Turkey and Syria. 
All future fundraising will be focused on 
funds to replace our leaking roof and 
upgrade it with better insulation and 
lighting, and also replacing our old 
wooden doors with UPVC and a new  
entrance with push button access. A 
project was set up in December to start 
the ball rolling and after structural 
engineers assessed  the structure as 
viable, planning permission was sought - 
Amit Sinha and Harriet Shaw from Mullins 
Dowse volunteered to do the submission 
and was gratefully appreciated by the 
trustees. As soon as planning has been 
approved, grant applications can be 
submitted  to various grant funders to 
raise the £86,000 needed for completion. 
We’ve already a “fund pot” which, coupled 
with funding from our District Councillor 

and funds form our hall reserves currently 
stands at £16,500.  

Donations can be made via our website 
jbpfsecretary@bealingsvillagehall.org.uk  

 or using the QR code below  

 

DAWN CHORUS WALK  
- SUNDAY 7TH MAY 

F.�� V	���. W	�7� G��01 

This is definitely one for the early starters! 
To coincide with International Dawn 
Chorus Day on Sunday 7th May we have 
planned an early morning 'Dawn Chorus' 
walk around Bealings, to enjoy the sights 
and sounds of the countryside at 
daybreak.  

The dawn chorus begins at least half an 
hour before sunrise, which is at 5-14 in 
Bealings that morning, so we will set off at 
4-45am from the village hall car park. The 
walk is approximately 4 miles long and 
will take us along riverside meadows to a 
beautiful country churchyard resplendent 
with wildflowers, down quiet country lanes 
and through the densely wooded area 
known locally for generations as 'Birds 
Hill', where there is always an abundance 
of bird life to be seen and heard.  
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The return part of the walk takes in 
sweeping views across the Fynn Valley 
and then we pass through grassland and 
fields alongside our two Bealings rivers - 
The Fynn and the Lark - before returning 
to our starting point. 

Depending on what we see, hear and 
how long we linger to look at the wildlife 
on the way round, the walk should finish 
at approximately 6-30am. Afterwards, 
Helen Wittgreffe has very kindly arranged 
to provide coffee and breakfast for our 
walkers in All Saints Church, Little 
Bealings to round off what we hope will 
be a truly memorable start to the day. 

Parking is available at the village hall by 
kind permission of the trustees - please 
park at the far end of the car park, away 
from the village hall. We ask you to 
please park and gather as quietly as 
possible at this early hour, to minimise 
disturbance to local residents.  

Come and join us to share the delights of 
a spring dawn in our lovely Suffolk 
countryside. 

Francis Mutimer 
John Wittgreffe 

NB  If you’d like to come and join us on 
our weekly Wednesday morning walks, 
you can find all the details on the All 
Saints Church website page:   https://
littlebealingschurch.onesuffolk.net/fynn-

valley-walks/ 

 

NATURE NOTES – B��/�’ ���
� 

This is the time of year when lovers of 

wildlife will be watching out for birds and 
birds’ nests. The more you think about 

this whole process the more wonderful it 
all seems to be as a natural phenomenon. 

We love to find birds nesting in our 
gardens. We help them and encourage 

them by putting up nesting boxes. Nests 
appear in the most unexpected of places 

– last year a robin found its way into our 
brick out-shed and constructed a nest on 

a top shelf amongst all the weedkiller 
packets. The fledglings fledged safely. 

But let us think more widely about this 

extraordinary phenomenon. A bird nest is 
the spot in which a bird lays and 

incubates its eggs and raises its young. 
There are many types of nests, prepared 

in many different locations: hedges, 
barns, eaves of houses, scrapes, 

burrows, holes drilled into trees, swaying 
treetops, cliff edges, sandy hollows, 

amidst the reeds, or even on top of 
chimney pots, as chosen by storks in 

southern climates. The material used to 
build nests varies greatly too: beaks full of 

mud, moss, feathers, twigs, strands of 
sheep wool, leaves, grass. Some birds 

labour mightily to build their nests, others 
are too lazy to do so, and lay their eggs in 

nests built by other birds, leaving the 
raising of the young to foster parents. 

Most birds build a new nest each year, 
though some refurbish their old nests. 

Migrating birds, such as swifts and 
swallows often return to the same nesting 

site year after year, having flown 
thousands of miles to do so. Some nests 

have special names, such as eyries, 
platform nests built by eagles, used and 

refurbished year on year. Mostly it is the 
female which does most of the nest 

building - raising traditionalist echoes of 
our human species, but indeed, and 

reassuringly perhaps, the male does 
sometimes contribute. But if the species 

wishes to perpetuate itself, and the spring 
birdsong chorus is the audible sign of that 

intent, then nests have to be built, eggs 
laid, and incubated, fledglings fledged, 

and we have a new generation of birds 
populating our gardens, fields, skies and 

hedgerows.   

The complexity of 
building a human 
family home is 

paralleled by the 
complexity of nest

-building in the 
world of birds. 

The entire 
process has a 
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The Angela Cobbold Hall, Little Bealings  

 

The Hall &/or Reading Room and modern Kitchen are available 

to hire for social occasions, classes, charity fund raising 

events and private parties.  

Private hire can include the use of facilities including  

smart television flexible staging  coloured LED lighting 

table tennis  small snooker table exercise bikes 

dance mirror  board games 

♦ Seating and place settings for up to 50 people 

♦ Parking for 5 cars 

♦ Cutlery, crockery and glasses can be borrowed for home use 

Further information, enquiries and bookings 01473 620213  

pandvcarr55@gmail.com 
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magical dimension, and if you are lucky 
enough to witness the whole process in 

or around your home and garden – the 
building of the nest, the incubation, the 

feeding of the young by determined 
parents, and 

the final 
fledging, 

then you are 
privileged.  

 

Let us hope 
the birds this 
year will 
thrive and 
multiply. 

 

 

A PLEA TO LANDOWNERS TO 
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF 
RAGWORT. 

Ragwort is a common wild plant which is 
poisonous to grazing animals and is 
becoming increasingly problematic in this 
area. It starts as a rosette of frilly leaves 
on the ground and later produces a stem 
bearing many small yellow daisy-like 
flowers. Although animals will usually 
avoid it when it’s growing, once it is dried 
in hay, they seem not to recognise it and 
are more likely to eat it. The alkaloids in 
the plant cause a lingering death by liver 
failure. 

Ragwort seeds are spread by the wind, 
and it will quickly take over large areas 
unless controlled. Because of its toxicity 
and invasive nature, ragwort is officially 
classified by the government as an 
‘injurious’ or ‘harmful’ weed placing 
obligations on owners and occupiers of 
land under the Weeds Act 1959 to 
prevent it spreading to land used for 
grazing, hay or silage-making or growing 
crops. People using land for grazing fight 
a seemingly endless battle against this 
weed as every plant removed appears to 

be replaced by a new seedling. 

Ragwort is a food source for insects 
including the cinnabar moth so there are 
also arguments for keeping it but there is 
plenty growing in places like Rendlesham 
Forest where it is unlikely to spread 
grazing. Perhaps a good compromise 
would be to let the insects have their feed 
but remove and dispose of the flowers 
before the seed can spread.  

Please help keep it out of the hay and 
silage that so many animals depend on 
over the winter. 

The government’s Code of Practice can 
be found here https://
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/801153/code-of-
practice-on-how-to-prevent-the-spread-of-
ragwort.pdf  
 

HISTORY CORNER  
– S6���� 6��
��� 

One of the joys of finding oneself cast in 
the role of amateur village historian, is 
that people pop up from all over the 
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Enjoy great original art at a 

reasonable price 

ROBERT SADLER 

ART 

 

 

Original paintings by the Abstract 

Expressionist Painter Robert Sadler 

(1909-2001) are available from our 

local Art Store. Phone 01473 735527 

or email info@robertsadlerart.co.uk for 

an appointment to view, a free 

Newsletter, or a USB flashdrive of all 

paintings: also see: 

 www.robertsadlerart.co.uk 
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place, wondering if you can tell them something about distant members of their 
family. That was how I somehow managed to find myself in contact with the grandson 
of the young girl sitting in this photo second from the right – a member of the Dunnett 
family. By way of further information, my correspondent tells me that his great 
grandfather was called Ernest Dunnett born 1877, and his great great grandfather 
was called Thomas Dunnett born 1843. If any of this opens up deep rooted historical 
memories, or if anyone knows more about that row of cottages next to the Admiral’s 
Head, where the Dunnett’s used to live, then do please get in touch.  

The wide-ranging contributions of the Dunnett family to Bealings village life are fully 
chronicled in the recent “Walking through History”, thanks to major contribution from 
Mark Dunnett, so we won’t expand on that. We will, however, take a closer look at 
this picture, one which does not appear in the history, but one which bears close 
examination. 

What particularly struck me was the way in which the children are dressed: the 
scruffy, shapeless jackets worn by the boys, the clumpy shoes worn by the girls, 
particularly those worn by my correspondent’s grandma, as a little  girl, and the 
practical, everyday garments worn by all the girls – far removed from anything in the 
line of school uniform, and certainly not a hint of the “little princess” syndrome. This 
seems, self-evidently, to be a picture of the children of a working rural village. That, in 
itself, provides a striking historical contrast with what is worn by the children of today. 

Now - a request to parents reading this item. Could you please show this picture to 
any of your children of appropriate age and ask them what they think about the 
clothes worn at school by their distant predecessors. What do they think about the 
hairstyles?  I would love to publish those thoughts as a reflection of the way in which 
things have changed. Please let me have all comments by email to 
nhp@rillcott.co.uk, and your child’s views can appear in print, in due course, 
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attributed or otherwise, according to your 
wishes. This is an invitation to contribute 
to your magazine. Comments from 
parents and present-day teachers equally 
welcome.   

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

Ipswich Croquet Club (ICC) has moved to 
its brand new, purpose built, facility in 

Bucklesham Road, IP10 0AA and is 
actively recruiting new members. 

Croquet is one of the few sports of 

genuine equality – age, gender and 
background. It is a sport of tactics and 

accuracy rather than physical strength 
which makes it ideal for the whole family. 

As an outdoor activity it is highly rated as 
good for both physical and mental well-

being. 

Croquet can be played either socially or 
competitively with great enjoyment so 

why not give it a go? ICC holds free taster 
sessions between 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 

on Saturdays. A club member is on hand 
to welcome and instruct if needed. 

All equipment is provided however 

players must provide their own flat-soled 
shoes.  

 No heels are allowed on the courts. 

Contact:  croquetclub.ipswich@gmail.com 

Website: www.ipswichcroquetclub.com 

 

SURVEY SHOWS HEARING 

AIDS REDUCE DEMENTIA RISK 

BY OVER 40% 

Karen Finch, Senior Audiologist and 

Owner of All About Hearing has been 

speaking about a study, which was 

published in The Lancet, and showed that 

people with hearing loss who used 

hearing aids were 42% less likely to 

develop dementia than those with hearing 

loss who did not use hearing aids .  

The hypothesis, known as cognitive 

overload, asserts that the brains of adults 

with hearing loss have to work harder to 

understand the same information as 

people with average hearing, which may 

put such a profound strain on the brain that 

it cannot perform other functions as well. 

Free hearing assessments for Deaf 

Awareness Week  

To help encourage anyone struggling with 

their hearing to seek help, Karen Finch at 

All About Hearing has organised a series 

of Hearing Care Days from her Ipswich 

clinics. 

Tuesday 2nd May (9am-5pm): Two 

Rivers Medical Centre, Woodbridge Road 

East, Ipswich 

Thursday 4th May (9am-5pm): Gilmour 

Piper, Fonnereau Road, Ipswich 

Qualified audiologists will be providing 

free comprehensive hearing healthcare 

assessments (saving £60) and where 

appropriate, offering attendees the 

chance to have a trial with a pair of 

hearing aids, so they can see the benefits 

for themselves. 

The events forms part of Deaf Awareness 

Week (1st
-7th May 2023), a UK wide 

awareness week which takes place every 

year to highlight the impact of hearing 

loss on everyday life and increase 

visibility and inclusion for hearing 

impaired people.  

Appointments are available between 

9am-5pm and can be booked by calling 

01473 946444 or for more information 

visit www.allabouthearing.co.uk/

hearing-care 
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THE OAK TREE COMMUNITY 

FARM,  

RUSHMERE ST ANDREW 

I live in Little Bealings, and along with a 

couple of other households in the village, 

I am a member of the Oak Tree 

Community Farm in Rushmere St 

Andrew.   

I joined last summer and really enjoy 

being part of the community, which gives 

us access to a weekly box of fantastic 

quality, locally-grown, organic vegetables 

with very little packaging.  There are 

various membership options, but the 

standard package entails doing a few 

hours' work at the farm a month, anything 

from picking vegetables, digging and 

weeding to managing hedges. The 

workdays on Saturdays are very friendly 

occasions and there are quarterly social 

events around a campfire. It's a great way 

to get exercise and meet new people. 

Members also have the opportunity to buy 

eggs, flowers and berries in the summer 

months. 

For more information you can visit https://

www.the-oak-tree.co.uk/ or join us on 

Sunday 21st May 2023 when we will be 

hosting a family-friendly Open Day at the 

farm from 2.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. 

You'll get the chance to see The Oak 

Tree Farm in action, with tours of the farm 

and lots of craft and wildlife activities for 

all the family. This is a free event with a 

suggested donation of £5 per vehicle if 

you drive to the farm.  

Hope to see you there! 

Anna Harris-Noble,  

resident of Little Bealings 
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Join with friends and neighbours to celebrate! We will have a full slate of activities 
between noon and 4.00 p.m. at the Village Hall and John Belstead Playing Fields, 
including family-friendly games, our very popular dog show, and the traditional 
Bealings tug of war!  

We will have refreshments--including a licensed bar and cakes and savoury treats 
for sale and we hope you will bring picnic food to enjoy the afternoon.   

If you can spare the time either leading up to the day or just on the day, we would 
appreciate volunteers to help with games and activities, and/or to prepare 
refreshments. If you can help with refreshments, please contact Margaret Wilson 
at margaret.wilson4@btinternet.com. To assist with games or the bar, please 
contact Helen Clarkson-Fieldsend at helenclarksonfieldsend@gmail.com or 
078899 07615.  Thanks to all those who have already volunteered to help to 
make this a great community gathering and a celebration to remember. 

 

C����	
��� P	�
. P����	XX� 

12 noon onwards  

Refreshments, including a licensed bar and cakes and savoury treats for 
sale (contactless or cash) 

Bring a blanket and picnic food to enjoy the afternoon.  There will also be 
trestle tables and chairs for those who would like to use them. 

Family Friendly games, including Boules 

 

2.00 p.m. Grand Dog Show 

Prizes and Rosettes for Winners and Runners Up in the following classes: 

      * Most obedient dog  

      * Dog that looks most like its owner 

      * Waggiest tail 

      * Most agile dog (dog will be required to jump through hoop) 

      * Most appealing eyes 

      * Best behaved puppy 

      * BEST IN SHOW 

The Judge's decision will be final. Entries on the day  at £1 per class (6 classes 
for £5).  

Bring your dog or puppy along for some canine fun! 

 

3.30 p.m. Tug of War between Great Bealings and Little Bealings – come and 
join in or cheer your side on. 

 

We are grateful to both Parish Councils for providing seed funds which will be 
repaid, with any surplus to be donated to help fund  the urgently needed repairs to 
the Village Hall roof.  
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HALL FARM ROAD, GREAT BEALINGS IP13 6NY 

 

 

 

  

 

All  classes are all back to normal and if you would like to join, 

just contact Leah for more details.  
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GREAT BEALINGS 

RECTOR 

 Father Nigel Prior, St Mary’s Rectory, 11 Church Street, Woodbridge.  01394 610424 

PARISH COUNCIL CLERK 

 Mrs Dee Knights, Dunure, 39 Avocet Lane, Martlesham Heath, IP5 3SF Ips 624240 

PCC SECRETARY 

 Mr Eric Barnett, Southernhay, Lodge Rd, Great Bealings Ips 738803 

ST MARY’S 

C�0�6�'	�/��’� N�
�� 

This is the time of year when the 
churchyard is looking at its best, the 

spring flowers are resplendent, and the 
grass is just beginning to grow again. The 

interior of the church is still warming up. 
It’s a slow process, getting warmth back 

into those stone walls. But we are moving 
on. Hopefully a perfect balance of 

temperatures within and without will have 
been achieved in perfect time for 

Coronation weekend. All will be artificially 
enhanced by the fluttering of bunting, and 

the bells will once again ring out across 
the meadows. The visit of Canon Roy 

Tricker to deliver the sermon of the day is 
a treat in itself – Roy being one of the 

great authorities on, and enthusiasts for, 
Suffolk churches.  

A coronation has a dimension far beyond 

the purely social, so what better place 
than your village church to celebrate it? 

It’s over 70 years since we last had the 
opportunity to do so. 

Looking back 

Another Easter has come and gone. The 

underlying message remains the same, 
but this year there were variations, most 

notably the three evenings at the 
beginning of Holy Week when Brother 
Marc joined us for Evening Prayer, and 

shared reflections with us.  “Us” was 
mostly a group of stalwarts who came 

across from Woodbridge to support this 
initiative, but our small village was 

proportionately represented too. Evening 
prayer in our church, particularly when 

the dying rays of the sun are flowing in 
through the stained-glass windows, is 

something different.  

We should also pay tribute to the 
Woodbridge donkey, Orlando, which took 

a leading part in the Palm Sunday service 
in Woodbridge. This is the kind of 

initiative which a parish with greater 
resources than ours can undertake.  

C�0�6�.	�/ 

The churchyard is coming back to life 

again. The bees are beginning to buzz. 
New season rabbits are darting around. 

The cowslips are out. The newly planted 
trees seem to have come through the 

winter, and are flowering. 

It’s worth taking a walk around your 
churchyard – and it is the “village” 

churchyard, open to all, not just to those 
who go to church. So do take a walk 

around – at any time of year, but it is 
particularly uplifting at this time of year.  

C�0�6� L���
� 

The lights shone on Friday 31st, Saturday 

and Sunday 1st/2nd April for Tony 
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Hubbard MBE (1935-2023), father of 
Sally Condon who lives in Lower Street, 

Great Bealings, and wife of Steve. Tony 
had greatly enjoyed sitting in their garden, 

looking across the meadows, towards the 
church. Tony’s funeral was on Friday.  
Beyond being father to Sally and her 

sister Virginia, Tony was a very well-
known figure in Woodbridge, having held 

many eminent positions, including that of 
Mayor, and long-standing President of the 

Woodbridge Society. He was also an Hon 
Freeman of the town. He had followed an 

interesting career as a lawyer, both in 
London and in Woodbridge. 

The lights shone forth again later that 

week on 7th and 8th April to celebrate the 
65th wedding anniversary of Eric and 

Christine Barnett. Not only had their 
family come back to Bealings to help 

them to celebrate, but they also had an 
unexpected treat in receiving a card from 

HM Charles III and Camilla. 

S��Y�6�� ��� M	. 

Sunday 7th May at 9.30. 

Special Coronation Holy Communion 
Service.  

The preacher will be 

Canon Roy Tricker, 
one of the county’s 

most distinguished 
church historians. 

Roy, a Reader and 
Lay Canon of St 

Edmundsbury 
Cathedral, an expert 

on Suffolk’s 
churches, and the writer or adviser for 

many guides, was awarded the MBE for 
services to heritage in Suffolk. 

Sunday 21st May.  10.30  -  Morning 
Prayer. 

Rector’s “Surgery”. We are now giving 

people the chance to invite our Rector 
into their homes so as to get to know him 

better, and vice versa. The regular day for 

this is Monday, either morning coffee or 
afternoon tea. If you would like to fix a 

future slot please contact churchwarden, 
Norman Porter (nhp@rillcott.co.uk), who 

is i/c the rota, and can offer possible 
future dates. 

Please also refer to services being 

held, at other times, at St Mary’s, 
Woodbridge, as well as other events, 

to which we are warmly invited.    

Norman Porter. Churchwarden 
(nhp@rillcott.co.uk) 

 

FRIENDS OF GREAT 

BEALINGS CHURCH (in 

partnership with Friends of St Mary’s 
Church, Woodbridge) 

We were delighted at the support given to 

our French Evening on March 31st. The 
church seemed as good as full, with many 

people having travelled from outside the 
village. The programme consisted of 

songs by well-known “chansonniers” from 
the mid-20th century, including Edith Piaf, 

Jacques Brel, Georges Brassens and 
Francoise Hardy. We also had a sturdy 

pop-up choir leading the audience in well-
known French songs on the lines of “Sur 

le pont d’Avignon and Frere Jacques.  

We were also treated to a powerful and 
resonantly bleak reading from Samuel 

Becket’s “Waiting for Godot”, put on by 
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Lawrie and Val Werber. We learnt that 
this was not the first time Lawrie had 

played the part of one of the tramps (see 
image from 1986). Val, suitably clad, was 

a splendid foil to him. Talents remained 
undiminished by the passing of the years. 

An extensive Raffle of France-related 

items was well supported, and the interval 
taste of French viticulture was warmly 

received. 

C�0�6� ����/����
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May we remind everyone that we can 
arrange for the church to be floodlit to 

celebrate or commemorate special 
occasions. The standard fee remains a 

fiver. However, as the principle is as 
important as the fund-raising, should you 

feel generous, and knowing that your 
contribution is in a worthy cause, a bit 

more will always be welcome. This will 
help offset soaring energy costs. 

The lights will certainly be on over the 

Coronation weekend. 

For more personal celebrations/
commemorations please drop a note in to 

Norman Porter, Rill Cottage, Kiln Lane 
with payment, explaining why you would 

like the church floodlit, so that it can be 
recorded in the FLN, for posterity’s 

benefit. If urgent, a holding email 
nhp@rillcott.co.uk will do the trick, with 

payment to follow. 

CORONATION OF KING CHARLES. 
6th/7th May 

We are pleased to report that Roy Tricker, 

enthusiast and expert on Suffolk 
Churches, is to be the preacher at our 

Coronation Service at 9.30am on May 7th. 
Roy has visited our church before, and 

anyone who heard him unravelling tales 
of St Mary’s will know that he is hugely 
knowledgeable, humorous and 

entertaining. 

There will be a peal of bells before and 
after the service, which is at 9.30. Anyone 

wishing to participate, please contact the 

churchwarden. (email address above). 

 Later on in the day there will be a 
celebration on the John Belstead 

Bealings Playing Field, organised jointly 
by the Parish Councils 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 

summarised notes of the parish council 

meeting held on 14th march 2023 

reports by: 

County Councillor Elaine Bryce – No 
report was available at the time of the 

meeting, but was subsequently received 
and was circulated to Cllrs and is 

attached to the minutes on the website. 

District Councillor Colin Hedgley (CH)–

A report had been circulated to Cllrs and 
a full copy is attached to the minutes. CH 

verbally reported on the new voter ID 
system for the forthcoming elections and 

the increase of 2.81% on the ESC portion 
of Council Tax. He said that the local 

Speedwatch programme will start again at 
end March/beginning of April. 

1�	����� 	11��6	
���� 

DC/23/0363/FUL & DC/23/0319/LBC–  

Seckford Hall – Demolition of ancillary 

buildings and the erection of new buildings 

including a new accommodation block in 

the sandpit area, a dining hall extension, 

accommodation lodges and storage 

buildings, and a new associated 

landscaped masterplan - Cllrs thought that 
this was an impressive and innovative 

approach which was warmly welcomed. It 
was resolved unanimously to support the 

applications. 

Decision Updates: 

DC/22/2330 – Cherry Tree Cottage – 

application withdrawn 

DC/22/3120 – Chalfont – application 

permitted by ESC 

DC/22/4658 – Rosery Farm Cottage – solar 

panels - application permitted by ESC 
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DC/22/3705 – Rosery Farm Cottage – 

swimming pool – still awaiting decision by 

ESC 

Enforcement Matters - ENF/22/0069/

USE – Water Meadow, Lower Street – 

The ESC Enforcement Officer reported 

that some clearance has been completed 

but some items remain. The site will 

continue to be monitored. 

Review of Neighbourhood Plan - Sue 

Prentice (SP) reported she had received 

a positive response from ESC. She will 

provide an update at the Annual Parish 

Meeting on 9th May. 

Neighbourhood Plan Policy Usage 

Statistics - SP commented that these 

statistics do not compare whether the PC 

supported or opposed the application. 

She will write to the ESC author of the 

report. 

Consultations on Custom and Self-

Build Housing Supplementary 

Planning Document and on the Rural 

Development Supplementary Planning 

Document - There are no comments to 

be submitted on either of these 

Consultations. 

Other Planning Matters  

DC/22/2871/FUL – Retrospective 

application re domestic treatment 

plant at Stone Cottage, Lower Street – 

SP summarised the developments so far 

regarding this application and outlined the 

points that the representative of the PC 

should make in the time available at the 

ESC Planning Committee on 28th March, 

in order to continue our objection. A 

Freedom of Information request has been 

received for all PC correspondence on 

this matter which will be dealt with in the 

statutory 20 working days. 

����'	.� 	�/ ���
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SAVID/SID – JCJ advised that the SID on 

Lodge Road is still functioning and does 

appear to have a positive effect on traffic 

speed. 

Permissive Licence for Footpath between 

Little Bealings and Great Bealings – the 

Licence for this footpath between the 

landowner and SCC had expired in 2017 

and now the bridge is in need of repair. 

Little Bealings PC had raised this matter 

with SCC who have agreed with the 

landowner to set up a new Licence and 

repair, or possibly replace, the footbridge 

which is not safe. In the meantime, 

notices advising of temporary closure of 

the footpath have been put up at both 

ends. 

Other – FP11 - RS reported that the 

vegetation on the narrow part in front of 

Cherry Tree needs cutting back. The SCC 

Footpath Officer will investigate this to 

see if this can be included in the annual 

cutting programme. 

FP12 - Four boards of the footbridge over 

the River Fynn have been replaced, but 

SCC has declined to take any action 

regarding the barbed wire, despite 

complaints from the public. 

��Y����X��
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Trees – John Carter-Jonas (JCJ) met with 

Nigel Rolph who is in favour in principle of 

planting more trees, but no agreement 

was made as to where they could be 

sited. SP suggested JCJ has a word with 

the representative of Strutt and Parker, 

Lord Cranworth’s agents. 

East Suffolk Blooms – ESC is donating 

packs of bulbs to community groups; the 

Clerk will submit an application for the PC 

X	. 6����	
��� �Y��
 

SP has prepared the poster for this event 

which will take place on 7th May. SP and 
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Sally Johnson will take this forward in 

conjunction with representatives from 

Little Bealings in what is a positive sign of 

joined up working. 

���	�6� 	�/ 	/X�� 

Seven payments were authorised for 

office expenses, the Clerk’s salary and 

PAYE for March and April, the SAVID 

annual subscription and hire of meeting 

rooms. The Bank Reconciliation was 

approved for signature. 

F.�� V	���. W	�7. - Following a query 

from a resident about possible additional 

shooting near a footpath on Lord 

Cranworth’s farms, the Clerk has been 

assured by the agents that nothing 

additional is proposed other than that 

which is already licenced. 

The public are welcome to attend any 

Parish Council meeting and may speak 

for a maximum of 3 minutes on any item 

on the agenda in the Public Participation 

session. Full draft and approved minutes 

of the Parish Council are available on the 

Council’s website. The agenda is 

published approx. a week in advance of a 

meeting. 

Dee Knights – Clerk 01473 624240 

Email: greatbealingspc@hotmail.co.uk 

Website: www.greatbealings.co.uk 

 

 

GREAT BEALINGS  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

Beal ings V i l lage Ha l l   

7.00 p.m. Tuesday 9th May 2023 

All residents are welcome to attend and hear of the Council’s work over the 

last year and discuss any issues. The Chairman will be giving a short presen-

tation on the current review of the Neighbourhood Plan. We hope that you will 

be able to join us. 

All community groups are also invited to attend and give a report on their ac-

tivities. Please contact the Clerk before the meeting if you would like to give a 

report.  

 Refreshments will be available immediately after the meeting and before the 

Annual Parish Council Meeting which will follow. 

For further information please contact Dee Knights, Clerk 

Tel: 01473 624240 

greatbealingspc@hotmail.co.uk 
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DJC Services 

 

We at DJC Services offer a wide range of garden and 
landscaping services to both domestic and commercial 

customers our services include... 

 

Garden maintenance 

Garden & land/site clearance 

Hedge cutting & strimming 

Lawn cutting 

Hedge and tree stump removal 

Fencing 

Sheds 

Turfing 

Excavating 

Installing farm tracks and gateways 

Ponds 

Mini digger hire with driver 

Wheel digger hire with driver 

Tow-able 6” shredder hire with operator 

Vibrating roller and breaker hire with operator 

General property maintenance and repairs 

Registered Waste Carriers 

Fully Insured 

 

        Your local friendly & reliable service... 

Call Dan on 07938809801 or 01473625441 

or email us on: carter9dz@btinternet.com 
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LITTLE BEALINGS 

PRIEST IN CHARGE 

 Reverend Gary Jones  revgaryjones1985@gmail.com  07714 614095 

PARISH COUNCIL CLERK 

 Mrs. Carol Ramsden,  littlebealingspc@btinternet.com  07731 456133 

PCC SECRETARY 

 Toni Cornish lbpccsecretary@gmail.com 07583 743695 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Notes of matters considered at the 

Parish Council meeting held on 17 

April 2023: 

1�	����� 

	11��6	
����: 

DC/23/1310/FUL:  Construction of new 

single storey side and rear extensions: The 

Hollies, Holly Lane 

There was no objection to the application. 

DC/23/1406/TPO:  A1 of TPO No. 22 / 1952 

1no. Pine (T1 on plan) - Remove lowest limb 

overhanging driveway:  Little Bealings 

House, Martlesham Road 

It was resolved not to comment on the 

application. 

1�	.���/ �����]�0����/ 1�	� 

6���0�
	
��� 

It was resolved that there were no 

comments to make on the Plan, beyond 

noting the inclusion of statements in 

respect of wildlife corridors and public 

rights of way. 

/	
� �� 6�0�6�� X��
���  

The next meeting of the Council will be 

the Annual Parish Council meeting on 

Monday 15 May 2023 in the Angela 

Cobbold Hall. 

 

 

 

DISTRICT AND PARISH 

ELECTIONS 

There will be an election for District 

Councillors for the Carlford Ward and for 

the Parish Council on 4 May. 

Please visit our website for further 

information, including draft and approved 

minutes of Parish Council meetings:  

https://littlebealings.onesuffolk.net/parish-

council/ 

Carol Ramsden – Clerk to the Council 

07731 456133 

littlebealingspc@btinternet.com 

 

PLANNING APPLICATION 

The Parish Council would like to draw 

residents' attention to the following 
application: 

DC/23/1353/FUL: Change of use of land 

from Agricultural to an enclosed dog 
exercise field (Suis Generis) | Railway 

Field The Street  

The details are here: http://
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/planning
-applications/ 

The Parish Council will be considering its 

response to the application at its meeting 
on 15 May, and has an extension from 

ESC to do so. Please note that if you wish 
to comment on the application to ESC the 

deadline for public comments is 10 May.  

Carol Ramsden 

Clerk to Little Bealings Parish Council 

 

 



24 

 James Aldous 

Heritage Clocks 

Restoration, 

Repairs & Sales  

of Fine Clocks  

& Barometers 

 

28 Kingsgate Drive, Ipswich,  

Suffolk  IP4 4DL 

01473 713132 

07771681115 

heriageclocks@hotmail.co.uk 

Collection 

& Delivery 

all areas 

Clocks & 

Barometers 

bought & sold 

Fee estimates 

& advice given 

Foot Clinic @ The Angela 

Cobbold Hall running on 

Fridays 6 weekly 

 

To book an appointment 

please call Charlotte on 

07712448775 

 

Home Visits are also 

available. 

All ages & abilities welcome  
from  

Beginners to Advanced  

 

Theory tuition  
ABRSM or Trinity College exams 

 
Come and learn about the piano at 

your own speed;  
free, no obligation half hour taster 

session 

Kate Parish  

BA (Hons), DipMus (Open) 
  

email: kate.parish44@gmail.com 
tel: 01473 612997 

07935 337694 
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ANGELA COBBOLD HALL 

O���	X� A�
������ 

To celebrate 4 years since the Angela 

Cobbold Hall was bought for the 

Community, Gill Peck provided materials 

and skilled guidance in making Easter 

themed models, later used as part of the 

decorations for the Easter Lunch.  

Sandra Banham made a beautiful iced 

and delicious ‘Birthday Cake’ which was 

greatly appreciated! Thanks to Gill and 

Sandra for making this a special event. 

E	�
�� C�XX0��
. L0�6� 

Grateful thanks to everyone who 

contributed to make the Easter Lunch a 

special occasion. 

‘Hats off’ to the Knit and Natter Group for 

the wonderful Easter Display. Also, for 

putting together a special raffle, raising 

£110 for the maintenance and upkeep of 

the Hall. Thanks too to Tracy and Sally 

Herrington for chocolate nests and 

beautiful daffodils. Last but by no means 

least, thanks to everyone who 

miraculously cleared the Hall and washed 

up. 

The next lunch is Tuesday 2nd May. A 

pick and mix celebration for the 

Coronation. Bookings 01473 620213. 

pandvcarr55@gmail.com 

A N���
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On Friday 14th April, the one hundred 

and eleventh anniversary of the tragic 

loss of the Titanic, was remembered. 

Roger Roseboom put together a 

presentation recalling that terrible night 

and its aftermath. Using live action, 

sound, lights, music and commentary, the 

causes. that made this voyage fatal, were 

vividly brought to life. The Classic Film on 

Saturday 15th followed this theme with 

one of the earliest cinema productions of 

this tragic event. 

On both occasions there was a 

fascinating exhibition of books posters 

etc. for further study. 
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

We would love to welcome you to our 

services and events. 

Sunday 23rd April  

10:00 a.m. - Family Service (Communion) 

Every Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. -  

 Mid-week service (about 20 mins) 

10:30 a.m. -  

 Fynn Valley Walks (leisurely walks 

~4 miles) 

10.30 a.m. -16:00 p.m. -  

 “Absolutely Divine” café 

10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. -  

 Meet-up Wednesdays 

13:15 p.m. -14:30 p.m.  -  

 Pause (ladies group aimed at 40s 

 – 60s) 

Straight after school (term time) - The 

BORROWERS after school eco group.   

“The Borrowers” may join the café 

Every Saturday  

10:00 a.m. -12.30 p.m. - Church open for 

visitors, coffee, chat, or private prayer by 

the sanctuary 

Coronation Sunday 7th May 

04.45 a.m. -  

Dawn Chorus Walk meeting in the village 

hall car park leaving sharp at 4:45 a.m.! 

5:00 p.m.-  

Coronation Songs of Praise Service with 

brass band 

Coronation Monday 8th May  

10.00 a.m. - 16:30 p.m. -  

Flower Displays with Hub Café, children’s 

activities, milkshakes 

 

 

 

T�� A����	 C�]]��/ H	��   
presents 

 

‘CHAMPAGNE CHARLIE’ 

 

Friday 5th May 

 

 

Celebrating the Coronation of  
His Majesty King Charles III 

 

An evening of music, comedy, song and dance. 
Live on stage and on the big screen. 

Ending with a singalong of London songs 

(bring your own flags!) 
 

6.00 p.m. - Champagne, bar & food 7.30 p.m. - Show commences 

 

Free entry - to reserve tickets please contact 01473 735153  
or margaretroseboom@yahoo.co.uk 
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E V E N T S  A T  T H E  A N G E L A  C O B B O L D  

H A L L  

 

MAY 

 

Tuesday 2nd12.30 p.m. Community Celebration Lunch & Raffle 

  Pick-and-mix buffet. 
 

Friday 5th
  CORONATION SHOW 

 6.00 p.m.  Bar opens and food served 

 7.30 p.m.  Show starts Tickets free but please reserve 

   (see below) 
 

Saturday 6th  CORONATION DAY ON THE SCREEN 

 From 10.00 a.m.  Coffee, tea and “festive goodies” from the 

four    nations of the UK! 
 

Friday 12th
 10.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. First “Friendly Friday” 

  Refreshments 

 

Friday 12th 7.15 p.m. Fish & Chips 

  Please place your order beforehand (see 

below) 
 

Friday 26th 7.00 p.m. Social Friday 

 

Telephone: 01473 735153 

Email: margaretroseboom@yahoo.co.uk 
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CHURCHWARDEN’S UPDATE 

It was wonderful to see the church filled 
with flowers and looking so beautiful for 
Easter, and it was equally wonderful to 
have so many people join us for our 
Wednesday, Good Friday and Easter 
Services and our Sunday afternoon tea. 
We give our thanks to all our volunteers 
who helped to make all Holy Week so 
special and to Francis for trimming the 
churchyard pathways. 

Our Hub Café “Absolutely Divine” officially 
opened on Wednesday 12th April and will 
be open each Wednesday 10.30-16:00.  

The café has had a lovely atmosphere 
with some very good feedback on the 
food and hospitality, with lots of visitors 
and good company.  This is a wonderful 
way to come and enjoy your beautiful 
church building, freshly renovated. 

As we write this article there are many 
preparations underway for the Plant Sale 
on 22nd April and our church wishes to 
thank the many people who volunteered 
to put this event together afresh after the 
gap of several years due to Covid. Many 
thanks also to everyone who has support-
ed the two Bealings churches by contrib-
uting to and attending this amazing event!   

Two of our new groups have now started 
and you can join them at any time- just 
come along when you can!  -  

Our “Meet Up Wednesdays” start at 10.30 

and are for any age, just to come togeth-
er, chat, make friends or chat with old 
friends!  

Our “Pause “group is at 13:15 aimed at 
ladies aged 40s-60s for a friendly meet 
up.    

Our regular walking group still leaves 
every week at 10:30 gathering before-
hand at the church, there have been 
some amazing walks recently as the Fynn 
Valley has burst into blossom. They are 
each typically 3.5-4.5 miles at a leisurely 
pace- see some of our amazing photos 
shared by our walkers the Facebook page 
“Fynn Valley Walks”. See also our “Dawn 
Chorus” walk article in this edition. 

The Borrowers Eco-group for primary 
aged children, which meets each Weds 
after school at the church, has been hav-
ing some amazing projects including wil-
low weaving, potting bench, bee homes, 
and food workshops! They made a lovely 
Easter Garden which is on display in the 
church for a few weeks. 

These busy Wednesdays start peacefully 
– with a simple service at 10:00am, this 
service is quiet and reflective, ending in 
time for the other activities, and is a very 
special way to spend a moment with God- 
please do feel free to join any Wednesday 
as you feel able.  

Looking ahead to the Coronation we are 
joining in and supporting events at the 
Angela Cobbold Hall and the Village Hall. 
Our church will be open as normal on 
Saturday for visitors or prayer, and we 
have our Dawn Chorus walk on the Coro-
nation Sunday. The walk meets in the 
Village Hall Car Park leaving at 4:45 am 
with an option of breakfast afterwards in 
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the church!   

Don’t miss our special Songs of Praise 
Service at 5pm in the afternoon with the 
Brass Band. Our café “Absolutely Divine” 
will also be open on the coronation Mon-
day.    

So much to look forward to again! Our full 
programme follows. You can also find out 
more details of any of the items men-
tioned above at our website littlebealing-
schurch.onesuffolk.net and on our Face-
book page “All Saints Church, Little 
Bealings.”    

  L���
��� 01 
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Our church looks beautiful at night and 
lighting up the church is a wonderful way 
to mark a special occasion, perhaps a 
celebration or a way to remember some-
one. If you would like the church lit for 
your special occasion, please contact 
paulbyrom@gmail.com or 07768 195867.  
A contribution of around £10 to costs will 
help us to maintain our electrics and keep 
the lights available! 

 

WORD FROM THE STUDY 

The other day, I had a memory come up 
on my phone of a photo of me holding my 
cat.  I was practicing ready for my first 
baptism when I was training.  Holding the 
cat was like holding a child; it wriggles, 
makes a noise.  I think, if I would have 
used water, the cat might have had other 
ideas!  Dreamies often helped!  Now 
practicing on adults, that is a different 
story!!   

Baptism or Christening is one part of my 
ministry that always makes me smile and 
brings joy to my heart.  Whether the per-
son is six or 60 bringing people to faith is 
a blessing, never a chore.  Baptism is an 
outward sign of an inward action.  In other 
words, publicly showing commitment to 
faith.   

Are you old enough to remember the 
Ready-brek advert from a few years ago?  
A child that had eaten the Ready-brek 
had a glow like a halo, this was designed 
to show that it would help protect them 

against the cold.  I think the slogan was 
“Central heating for kids”.   

When someone is baptised, the same 
thing happens.  Although we cannot see 
what is going on inside, baptism has 
changed the way we are; this is what 
happens when we commit ourselves to 
God’s care. Change, of course, comes 
from within.  

Easter is a time as Christians, when we 
celebrate Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead; we have faith in a God who came 
to earth to be one of us and identify with 
us.  How often do we hear people say, 
“Those in charge ought to come and see 
what it is really like on the shopfloor”.  
God did just that.  Jesus came to be 
among us.  Our Lord knows us better 
than we know ourselves. 

Pouring water over someone doesn’t 
make them a Christian any more than 
going to McDonalds makes you a ham-
burger (other burger chains are availa-
ble!). It is that commitment we make 
when the Baptism takes place.  Water a 
sign of freshness; it cleanses, is a sign of 
renewal and of God’s daily renewal in our 
lives. 

In that baptism, we are all made anew.  
We have a God who understands us, and 
all that life throws at us.   

Being baptised does not get us over or 
around things, but gets us through.  So 
why should we be baptised.  Jesus com-
manded his Disciples to go and baptise 
all nations; it’s a sign of new life in Christ.  

So, whether you are young, or not so 
young, and would like to be baptised or 
with to have a child baptised and would 
like an informal chat, please get in touch, 
I will be only too happy to a chat. 

Our Churches at St Mary’s Playford, All 
Saints Little Bealings and All Saints Kes-
grave are open to God and open to all, 
whether you are six months or 60 years. 
All are welcome not judged.  (No cats 
were harmed during the practice!!). 

Reverend Gary Jones 
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Friendly and bespoke architectural 

design service for clients 

throughout Suffolk and beyond. 

Extensions, conversions, 

alterations, new builds. 

  

email: nathan@naarchitectural.co.uk 

www.naarchitectural.co.uk  

phone: 01473 611682 

CIAT Registered Practice 

DON’T  GET STUN G  

BY SILLY PR ICES  
  

  

  

  

  

  

WE ARE FULLY INSURED AND 
QUALIFIED TO CARRY OUT THIS 
WORK  

BASED IN GRUNDISBURGH WE 
OFFER A QUICK RELIABLE 
SERVICE DOING GREAT SINCE 
1988 

PRICES START FROM £35 

TEL: 01473 735168 

or 07765 643484  

TRADITIONAL MOLECATCHER 
& WARRENER 

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG 

FULLY INSURED 

A MEMBER OF ASSOCIATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL MOLE CATCHERS 

WE CONTROL MOST PESTS AND 
VERMIN.  

EXPERTS AT RABBIT CONTROL, 
TRAPS AND TRAPPING 

NO CALLOUT FEE AND NO VAT 

 TEL:  GRUNDISBURGH 
01473735168 or 07765 643484 

WWW.DISCOUNTPESTCONTROL.ORG  

A����� C�����X	� ATCL LTCL  

Enjoyable, fun, piano lessons tailored 
to individual needs and expectations, 
with the choice of playing on either 
digital or acoustic pianos, or both.       

Working towards exams, ABRSM, 
Trinity Guildhall, music theory, GCSE 
practical music performance, or 
perhaps wanting to play piano for 
pleasure? 

Piano lessons with a smile from a 
lifetime of musical experience.  

All abilities most welcome.  

Email: 
Alison.cheeseman@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01473 611618 
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PLAYFORD 

PRIEST IN CHARGE 

 Reverend Gary Jones  revgaryjones1985@gmail.com 07714 614095 

PARISH COUNCIL CLERK 

Mrs. Marian Hedgley, The Coach House, Playford Mount, Great Bealings, IP13 6PH 

   Ips 738468 

PCC SECRETARY 

Mrs. Eileen Stennett, Lux Farm, Playford Road, Playford Ips 635236 

KEITH CARSON 

It was with great sadness that the Parish 
Council heard of the death of Keith 
Carson on Thursday 6th April.  

Keith had been a parish councillor since 
early 2018 and had taken on the huge 
task off guiding the development of the 
neighbourhood plan. It is through his 
sheer doggedness and determination that 
we now have a plan which was shown to 
the village on March 18th and is now 
ready to be presented to the East Suffolk 
Council. He will be remembered as 
having driven the plan to its fruition. 

As a councillor he was always willing to 
take on tasks like repairing and treating 
the fence by the football pitch, checking 
the ditches and clearing them if 
necessary and his last project before he 
became ill cleaning up the benches and 
paths on the village triangle. 

He was a real community spirited person, 
and he will be greatly missed by all on the 
Parish Council. 

We would like to offer our condolences to 
his wife Jenny and all his family. 

Playford Parish Council 

PARISH COUNCIL 

These are condensed notes of the 
proceedings of the Playford Parish 
Council meeting held 13th March 2023.   

A full version of the minutes appears on 
the website:  www.playford.org.uk  
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Apologies received from Co. Cllr Elaine 
Bryce as she was unable to attend. Her 
written report is appended to the full 

minutes on the PC website. 
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Dist. Cllr Colin Hedgley’s report is 
appended to the full minutes on the PC 
website.  
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A Modification Order has been received 
for FP26, the unregistered footpath 
between Butts Road and Church Road 
but landowner has until 31st March to 
appeal this decision. Two more people 
have offered to attest usage of this 
footpath during the specified period.  

Details of Highways’ proposals for C324 
traffic priority problems are still awaited.   

The small side gate to enable mobility 
scooters to bypass the main gate across 
FP2 to Tuddenham when it is locked, is 
still awaited.  

Funds have been received from Co. Cllr 
Elaine Bryce’s county council budget for 
new signage in Church Lane to deter 
heavy traffic - work can now go ahead 
when the details have been finalised.  

Four small trip hazards on FP5 near to 
the NE border with Great Bealings – 
these seem to be tips of former iron 
railings which have appeared in the 
middle of the footpath – the issue has 
been reported to Highways PROW but no 
action taken yet. 

See Action log appended to the Minutes 
on the website for more details of these 
items. 

���	�6� 

Payments were authorised for the Clerk’s 
Jan & Feb salary and for stationery 
expenses, also to SC Norse for grass & 
hedge trimming costs (£1,083.60) and to 
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PAULS TREE SERVICES LTD 

Covering Suffolk 

 Free Quotes on Request  

 Pruning, Reshaping 

 Trees & Shrubs  

 Fully Insured 

 NTPC Qualified  

 Tree Surgery & Felling 

 All Waste Chipped & Removed from 

Site 

 Emergency Services Available 

Lazy Acres, Falkenham, IP10 0QY 

www.paulstreeservices.co.uk 

FELIXSTOWE 01394 277776 MOBILE 07979 

226497 

Want to be the Best You – Try Coaching 

Do you need help with any Challenges? Choices? Decisions? Resilience? 

Take the fast track to making the changes you want to see in your life.  Or use 
Coaching to define what’s holding you back.  Take control of your direction and 

decisions. Some areas you could work with me… 

• Coaching for Resilience including Emotional Intelligence 

• Leadership, Executive or Business CoachingDyslexic Leaders, Dyslexics 
& Parents of Dyslexics 

• Personal Growth Coaching - unleash your Gifted & Talented Self 

• Career Coaching – At any stage 

Complimentary 30 minute discovery session 

Jos SaundersJos SaundersJos SaundersJos Saunders    clcclcclcclc 

Certified Leadership Coach (clc), Trainer & MentorCertified Leadership Coach (clc), Trainer & MentorCertified Leadership Coach (clc), Trainer & MentorCertified Leadership Coach (clc), Trainer & Mentor 

mobile: 07753 903056         e-mail: jos@x10k.com 

 

Originally an Internal BT Coach & Coaching Manager I have coached all levels of Executives; Having left BT - 

Managers from Network Rail; Finance Industry; Solicitors; World Health Organisation; Entrepreneurs; Clergy; 

& those returning to work after maternity leave or taking on a new role, Or those being made redundant and 

looking at new challenges. 
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Places4People for the final N/Plan 
expenditure (£6973.20). Credits received 
include £450.00 from County Cllr Elaine 
Bryce’s budget to fund signs to deter 
heavy traffic from using Church Lane, 
£1,835.00 from District Cllr Colin 
Hedley’s Enabling Communities Budget 
to renovate the bottle bank facilities in the 
village hall car park and credit interest of 
£19.22 on the Business Premium 
account. The Precept of £10,500 for the 
coming year will be paid in two 
instalments in April and September 2023. 
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We are still awaiting Highways’ 
suggestions for traffic priority issues on 
the C324 as above. The shared SIDs 
device is working well and will next be in 
Playford during April. Rushmere St 
Andrew PC has spare volunteers who are 
willing to use Speedwatch equipment in 
neighbouring parishes and are happy to 
do so in Playford. 

�����]�0����/ 1�	� 

A six week consultation period for the 
Draft Plan started in March – a drop-in 
event was held at the village hall on 
Saturday 18th March to mark the start of 
this period and residents can give their 
views online or by posting them to the 
Parish Council by 5th May 2023. See 
http://Playford.onesuffolk.net for details.    
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Application DC/22/4902/FUL - Kiln Farm 
Nursery -  Alterations to land and buildings 

– this was approved by Playford Parish 
Council on 25th Jan 2023 but is yet to be 
decided by East Suffolk planners. 

Application DC/23/0413/FUL – Little Oaks, 
Butts Road – Single storey front and side 
extensions and retrospective permission 
for levelling work already carried out on 

garden.  This has now been permitted by 
East Suffolk Council.  

�
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 –  A site visit is to be arranged to finalise 
details of work required to renovate the 
bottle bank.  

Repairs to the wooden surrounds to the 
boules piste will be discussed at the next 

meeting.  

Celebrations for the King and Queen’s 
coronation will be arranged by the village 
hall committee, for an event to be held on 
the playing field on Sunday 7th May 
(indoors if wet).  

Ben Wale is to hold a children’s event on 
the playing field on Good Friday (7th 
April).   

John Royle has asked to display his 
Memory Box in Playford Church where it 
can be viewed by the public.  

It was suggested that the Walking Trail 
notice board for Playford might be funded 
by Cllr Colin Hedgley’s EC budget in the 
next financial year. 

It was noted with sadness that former Cllr 
Ted Herrington died on 25th January. 
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Weds 10th May 2023 - Annual Parish 
Meeting commencing 6.30pm 
immediately followed by the Annual 
Parish Council Meeting in the Village 
Hall. Refreshments will be served. 

Marian Hedgley – Clerk 01473 738468    
e-mail: playfordpc@hotmail.co.uk   

website: www.playford.org.uk 

 

PLAYFORD PARISH 
COUNCIL 

PLAYFORD’S ANNUAL PARISH  
MEETING will be held in Playford 
Village Hall on Wednesday 10th 

MAY 2023 commencing at 6.30 p.m. 

The ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING will follow on immediately 

after the ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING  

Light refreshments, wine and soft 
drinks will be served. 

ALL WELCOME 

Marian Hedgley – Clerk to the 
Council 

Tel:  01473 738468 

Email:  playfordpc@hotmail.co.uk 

Website: www.playford.org.uk 
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Playford  Celebrates  the  Coronation

Sunday 7th May from 3.00 p.m. 

at the Village Hall 
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PLAYFORD CHURCH 
SERVICES 

Sunday 7th May 

10.00 a.m. Family Morning Service. 
 

Sunday 21st May 

10.00 a.m. Family Communion. 
Everyone is welcome to our services. 
Children, Adults and In-Betweens, All 
religions and none. 

Refreshments are served after our 
services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BINKY AND CO. 

Binky had always been a keen gardener 
and this year would be no exception. 
Mind you he was not very successful. And 
this year would be no exception. None of 
it was ever his fault. And this year would 
be no exception. But he was determined 
to battle on so that one day he would 
grow the giant marrow that won first prize 
at the local horticultural show. He always 
came pretty close, either eighth or ninth 
out of ten entries but he had a funny 

feeling that this year would be the year of 
years. 

He set aside a large corner of the garden 
and added fertilizer, manure and anything 
else he thought would help and dug it well 
in. He had read up on all the tricks. He 
had started preparing the ground in 
October and gradually added the 
“goodness” as the weeks went by. He 
didn’t actually follow the milkman’s horse 
so to speak but did the next best thing 
and went round to Mrs Rummage and 
asked to follow her pony for an hour or 
so. But she was a walking encyclopaedia 
when it came to gardening tips and 
always gave very sage advice regarding 
herbs. She also did gardening jobs during 
the winter in order to supplement her 
meagre pension, in fact last year she 
made lots of money clearing leaves from 
gardens. She was raking it in. 

Anyway, Binky was determined to beat 
old Mr Pusset who seemed to win every 
time except two years ago when Mrs 
Pusset beat him by two pounds. Rumour 
had it that the Great Marrow Controversy 
was the start of their marital breakup after 
45 years together. Apparently, they never 
got on very well and their seven children 
would confirm that. 

Binky surrounded the marrow growing 
area with a self-designed anti- slug, anti- 
cat anti- everything fence and cage with a 
sign saying keep off which he thought 
was a brilliant idea. His wife soon brought 
him down to earth by telling him it was the 
most stupid thing she had ever seen. But 
Binky said it would keep the birds off so 
as far as he was concerned it was 
impeccable. 

But with all championship growing 
contests, skulduggery was afoot. Word 
got round that Binky was really going for it 
this time and that he had bought up, in 
advance all the best manure around. He 
had also bought a special licence from 
the water company in order to use ‘extra 
water in case of a summer drought.’ This 
was known as a  EWICOASD licence, or 
so the man in the pub said who took his 
money, £50, and said he would put the 
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licence in the post just so long as Binky 
kept quiet about it as it wasn’t generally 
known, and the water company didn’t 
want it advertised for obvious reasons. 

Binky promised to say nothing. Binky told 
the water man that he, Binky, had also 
put up an electric fence around the 
marrow plot even though his neighbour 
was dead against it. 

Now you are probably wondering where 
on earth this story is going and it’s not 
very interesting. 

Well, Binky’s garden is very small so 
there is not much of a plot. Happy 
gardening! 

 

PLAYFORD W.I. 

Home baked raspberry muffins, ‘Liz 
Royle’s famous chocolate cake' and 
decorated Easter biscuits were served up 
by our WI for Lightwave’s Good Friday’s 
children’s event (and seemed to go down 
well!). We’d also been creative at our 
meeting earlier in the week making spring 
door wreaths and table decorations. 

Working from the same selection of 
garden foliage and recycled materials, it 
was inspiring to see the wide variety of 
individual floral designs we took home. 
Thanks to Tracy for arranging the 
workshop and to Emma for her delicious 
bread pudding refreshments! 

After a couple of years' enforced pause, 
we’re looking forward to again arranging a 
Playford litter pick on Saturday 29th April 
2.00-4.00 p.m. This is part of the ‘Love 
East Suffolk’ campaign - Norse will be 
loaning equipment and collecting the 
rubbish. Anyone is welcome to join us - 
refreshments will be provided afterwards! 

At our May meeting we’ll be celebrating 
the Coronation with a royal quiz run by 
one of our new members Tina. We will 
also be doing further work on the 
upcoming WI resolution to campaign for 
‘Cleaner Rivers for People & Wildlife.’ 

Our next meeting is on 2nd May at 7.30 
p.m. in the village hall. Visitors are 
welcome, please contact us on 

playfordwi@gmail.com. 
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CULPHO 

PARISH COUNCILLOR 

 John Lapsley,1 Abbey Farm Barn, Culpho    01473 738008 

CHURCHWARDEN 

 Richard Garnham, Cherry Box Cottage, Meeting Lane, Grundisburgh IP13 6TT 

          01473 738139  

CULPHO CHURCH AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

For our Evensong service in May we will be welcoming John Hare to lead our service. 

John is well known locally and we look forward to him being with us 

Church services for May 

24th May 9.30am Holy Communion 

28th May 3.00pm Sung Evensong 

Richard Garnham 

…..Here be Treasure 

Hayley Bennett 
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E. B. Button & Sons Ltd. 

Funeral Directors 

24 St. Johns Street 

Woodbridge 

Suffolk IP12 1EB 
 

Tel: 01394 382160 

Fax: 01394 386814 

Directors:   

D. E. Moore Dip.F.D. 

J. V. M. Moore    

K. J. Eagle    

C. S. Moore Dip.F.D.    

S. J. Moore 

Registered in England No 1193659 

Your Local Pest Control Experts  

for homes and businesses 

 

• Free advice, fast response 

• Highly accredited (NPTA) 

• Fully qualified & insured 

• Discreet –unmarked vehicles 

All pests covered  

from rodents & insects  

to moles & birds 

 

info@eandspestsolutions.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01473 328092 
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Garden & Grounds 

Ma intena nce  

Providing all aspects of garden & 
grounds maintenance to both 

domestic and commercial 
customers.   

Ride-on mower available 

Green waste removed 

Experienced  -  Qualified  -  

Insured 

Call Oliver 07779152936 

  01728 561990 

mail: 

Riverviewgardening@gmail.com 

RIVERVIEW  

GARDENING 

LIVE CL ASSES  

Bealings Village Hall 

Friday Afternoon 12.45 & 2.00 p.m. 

Zoom Classes 

Tuesday morning   6.30 a.m.& 9.00 a.m. 

Get in touch for more information & alter-
native venues 

www.pilateswithkelly.co.uk 

pilateswithkelly@hotmail.co.uk 

07919377855 
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Fynn - Lark News 

Enquiries and Submission of Articles fynnlarknews@gmail.com  
  

Team Co-ordinator & Advertising  Norman Porter  01473 735565 

Distribution     Peter Carr  01473 620213 

Editorial Team    Ferial Rogers  01473 624141 

      Jane Hartley  01473 612122 

Design & Layout    Tim Llewellyn  01394 450403

Contributions for the June 2023 News to be submitted by:  

5.00 p.m. Tuesday,  16th May. 

The news will be ready for distribution by Saturday, 27th May. 

DISCLAIMER 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors 

and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editorial Team. 

Editorial Team email address:  fynnlarknews@gmail.com 


